UNCHANGED HEARTS: GEHAZI
The story of the woman dead in her house. 
Read 2 Kings 4:8 – 5:27
Who is Gehazi? 
He was Elisha’s personal servant, he helped Elisha in his ministry, served him and took care of his needs. He witnessed God’s amazing work through Elisha, how the dead came back to life, how the poison was taken out of food, how God blessed the little to feed the multitude. 
Timeline of events
1. Elisha picks Gehazi to be his helper
2. Gehazi witnesses the prophesy that Elisha makes concerning the Shunamite having a son.
3. He was instrumental in providing the woman with her heart’s desire because he was the one who suspected the need.
4. Gehazi tries to raise the child with Elisha’s stick but is unable to. He witnessed Elisha’s miracle.
5. He mistakenly collects some poisonous vegetables but witnessed God healing the food.
6. Gehazi doesn’t want to share the food brought by the rich man, he doesn’t think it would be enough, maybe he wants to save it because there is a famine. He then witnessed God’s blessing.
7. Gehazi witnesses the miracle God did with Naaman, determines to take a reward for it even though he had no part in it and even though his master refused it. He lies to Naaman and takes his wealth.
8. He is found out by Elisha and is cursed with leprosy.
How would you characterize Gehazi?
1. [bookmark: _GoBack]Weak faith
2. Greedy
3. Fearful for the future
4. Liar
5. Not truly realizing the goodness of God in his life. 
6. Unfaithful to the blessing that was given to him
7. Guess what his name means – narrow vision
Let’s look specifically at Gehazi’s greed – it was a silent, quiet, hidden sin that never really showed itself until the end of his story although we get a hint of it earlier on.
What triggered his greed? How could he have rationalized it?
1. The famine
2. They were probably living in poverty, Elisha probably didn’t have much.
3. Who could say no to $4 million dollars in silver and gold
4. Maybe he thought he could do a lot of good things with that money
5. Maybe he was going to save it for Elisha 
6. Maybe he thought that Elisha was being impolite but not accepting it, that it was etiquette to take it.
Gehazi uses the phrase “As the Lord lives” – he feels that God is wanting him to get the money. He rationalizes the wrong doing.
We can go through many years of our lives doing all the right things, hanging out with all the right people but there is something in hearts that is no completely right with God. We usually rationalize our behavior so that we can live with whatever it is we are doing. Rationalizing sin allows us to live a double life because we become convinced that what we are doing is right. 
Then God permits something to happen in our lives to reveal the true ugliness of our behavior to us in such a way where we cannot rationalize it anymore. He does this in order to bring us to true repentance. 
A lot of the greed that Gehazi was experiencing was due to the fact that he was completely blind to God’s goodness in his life. God was doing miracles all around him but his heart was blinded to it and focused more on what he should have and didn’t.
What I need to ask myself then is am  I living and experiencing God’s goodness in my life without truly realizing and appreciating it? Is my heart closed off to what God has done and is doing for me?
We are all blind to God’s goodness in our lives to varying degrees, if we truly appreciate what He has done and continue to do for us we will not be in need for anything.
What could Gehazi have done that would have helped bring about a change in his attitude?
1. He could have spent time examining his heart and life. He could have asked God to reveal his sin to him.
2. He should have flung himself in God’s arms when he was being tempted and asked God to help him and transform him. 
3. He could have confessed his sin to Elisha and revealed his thoughts and desires to him. Confession brings sin to a halt – it calls sin “sin”
All of the wonderful things that were happening to Gehazi on the outside may have been a distraction to him from truly looking into his heart and seeing his sin. 
Was Gehazi’s leprosy a punishment?
Gehazi’s leprosy wasn’t a punishment but an opportunity to live a life of complete repentance with humility and to allow God to really work in his life. Maybe his previous life as a servant of the Man of God was too distracting to him, maybe it prevented him from focusing on the internal life and made him to preoccupied with the external. So by taking him away from this position it would allow Gehazi to live in a closer and deeper relationship with God. God doesn’t care about the state of his skin but of his heart and if being a leper will bring him closer to God then God will permit it. Sometimes we wonder why God doesn’t give us certain things such as a lot of money or good health or we are upset when he takes something away. But God will only give me what will lead to my salvation, so if being poor will bring me closer to Him then He will allow it, if being rich will bring me closer than He will allow it.  
