
Persevering in Faith to the End

A) What is perseverance in faith?

Perseverance: steadfastness in doing something despite difficulty or delay in achieving success. (Google)

Faithfulness is the concept of unfailingly remaining loyal to someone or something and putting that loyalty into consistent practice, regardless of extenuating circumstances. (Wikipedia)

Ecclesiastes 7:8 “The end of a thing is better than its beginning”

Proverbs 14:12, Proverbs 16:25 “There is a way that seems right to a man, But its end is the way of death.”

Commentary:
People who started well & ended poorly: Judas, the Israelites, Arius
People who started poorly & ended well: St. Moses, St. Mary of Egypt, Dimas (right hand thief)

B) Why persevere in faith?

1) God is beside us in persecution.  (Fr. Tadros Malaty)

Revelation 2:8-11
“And to the angel of the church in Smyrna write,
‘These things says the First and the Last, who was dead, and came to life:  “I know your works, tribulation, and poverty (but you are rich); and I know the blasphemy of those who say they are Jews and are not, but are a synagogue of Satan. Do not fear any of those things which you are about to suffer. Indeed, the devil is about to throw some of you into prison, that you may be tested, and you will have tribulation ten days. Be faithful until death, and I will give you the crown of life.

“He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. He who overcomes shall not be hurt by the second death.”

Commentary: Despite earthly suffering, our richness is in our faith.  We will be rewarded for this faith when we complete our struggle.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
2) Our reward for persevering is great.

Revelation 3:7-13
“And to the angel of the church in Philadelphia write,

‘These things says He who is holy, He who is true, “He who has the key of David, He who opens and no one shuts, and shuts and no one opens”: “I know your works. See, I have set before you an open door, and no one can shut it; for you have a little strength, have kept My word, and have not denied My name.  Indeed I will make those of the synagogue of Satan, who say they are Jews and are not, but lie—indeed I will make them come and worship before your feet, and to know that I have loved you.  Because you have kept My command to persevere, I also will keep you from the hour of trial which shall come upon the whole world, to test those who dwell on the earth.  Behold, I am coming quickly! Hold fast what you have, that no one may take your crown.  He who overcomes, I will make him a pillar in the temple of My God, and he shall go out no more. I will write on him the name of My God and the name of the city of My God, the New Jerusalem, which comes down out of heaven from My God. And I will write on him My new name.

 “He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.””

Commentary: Roman victory columns (Trajan & Marcus Aurelius)

Some common features:
· An inscription declaring the occasion of the erection of the column
· A spiral engraving or frieze depicting the life of the victor or the occasion
· A symbol of victory or a statue atop the column

“A victory column—or monumental column or triumphal column—is a monument in the form of a column, erected in memory of a victorious battle, war, or revolution. The column typically stands on a base and is crowned with a victory symbol, such as a statue.”
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
3) The beauty of the coming glory far outweighs the difficulty of our struggle

Romans 8:18-25
For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us.  For the earnest expectation of the creation eagerly waits for the revealing of the sons of God.  For the creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but because of Him who subjected it in hope; because the creation itself also will be delivered from the bondage of corruption into the glorious liberty of the children of God.  For we know that the whole creation groans and labors with birth pangs together until now.  Not only that, but we also who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within ourselves, eagerly waiting for the adoption, the redemption of our body.  For we were saved in this hope, but hope that is seen is not hope; for why does one still hope for what he sees? But if we hope for what we do not see, we eagerly wait for it with perseverance.

Commentary: Fr. Bishoy Kamel – “I desire to depart”
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
4) God is merciful & rewards disproportionately to our effort

[bookmark: _GoBack]James 5:11
Indeed we count them blessed who endure. You have heard of the perseverance of Job and seen the end intended by the Lord—that the Lord is very compassionate and merciful.


C) How do we persevere in faith?

1) Moderation
1 Corinthians 9:24-27
Do you not know that those who run in a race all run, but one receives the prize? Run in such a way that you may obtain it. And everyone who competes for the prize is temperate in all things. Now they do it to obtain a perishable crown, but we for an imperishable crown. Therefore I run thus: not with uncertainty. Thus I fight: not as one who beats the air. But I discipline my body and bring it into subjection, lest, when I have preached to others, I myself should become disqualified. 

2) Discipline
Galatians 5:16 – 18
I say then: Walk in the Spirit, and you shall not fulfill the lust of the flesh.  For the flesh lusts against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh; and these are contrary to one another, so that you do not do the things that you wish. But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the law.

3) Endure Tribulation (external tribulations rather than internal temptations)
Romans 5:3-4
And not only that, but we also glory in tribulations, knowing that tribulation produces perseverance; and perseverance, character; and character, hope. 

Commentary: When I am at my lowest point spiritually, even the slightest tribulation is difficult to endure.  So much so, that I even find that God does not allow me to enter into tribulation to the same degree because he knows my weakness.  But, as I practice endurance, I gradually find that even much larger tribulations are easy to endure happily.

4) Take up the armor of God, specifically, pray.
Ephesians 6:13 - 18
Therefore take up the whole armor of God, that you may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand.

Stand therefore, having girded your waist with truth, having put on the breastplate of righteousness,  and having shod your feet with the preparation of the gospel of peace;  above all, taking the shield of faith with which you will be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked one.  And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God; praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, being watchful to this end with all perseverance and supplication for all the saints

Commentary: Having done all.  There is no shame in struggle, and after doing all you can to perceive that you have stumbled  When we do all we can do, we rely on God’s mercy to complete the rest.  The shame is in not struggling.  (Soldier example)




Glory be to God forever.  Amen.
