Hearers but not doers
Several years ago local radio stations throughout California ran a request for a thief who had earlier that morning stolen a VW Bug to immediately contact the local police authorities. What the thief did not know was that the owner of the VW Bug had tainted some saltine crackers with rat poison in an attempt to get rid of the critters that were invading his home. The tainted saltines were on the front seat of the car, when the VW was stolen. The police bulletin wasn’t so much to capture the thief and return the stolen care, as it was to save the thief from eating the crackers and dying.
James 1:21-25
What causes us to be hearers but not doers?
Let look at a group of people who were constant hearers but never doers
Mark 3:1-6
The Pharisees – their characteristics
1. Religious – temple goers, memorizing the law and abiding by it.
So why did they reject the Lord’s teachings?
[bookmark: _GoBack]They were too caught up in themselves and in the social status and their interpretation of the law to allow God to work in their lives. If they were to accept the Lord’s teachings, they would have to change, their status would change, their appeal, their appeal, their esteem and popularity would go away. 
All of that meant too much to them compared to accepting the Lord. They didn’t realize the value of a changed life compared to the life they were living. 
Are we ever like the Pharisees?
Usually in order for a hardened heart to exist there is a sin that someone has allowed in their life and has preferred it over God’s will. There is something that he is attached to so much that it has full control of his heart. The more he succumbs to this attachment the more it hardens his heart and prevents God’s grace from penetrating and changing his life. 
Hebrews 3:7-19
1. Sin deceives us and with time hardens our hearts
2. The hardening can even happen to believers who are experiencing God’s grace in their lives just like the Israelites had experienced God’s grace. 
3. The hardening can come when we choose to accept God’s goodness and grace in our lives and start to doubt His goodness and His plan for our lives. 
4. The hardening can happen over a long period of time (40 years)
5. Sometimes the hardening can occur just because we are getting carried away with the things of this life, acting like its permanent, while losing focus of eternity.
How can we recognize the symptoms of a hardened heart?
1. Unwilling to accept the truth in order to change and give up what we are attached to. Most of the time we make excuses for whatever it is that we are so attached to. The Pharisees were masters at this, they claimed that Our Lord was a blasphemer, a glutton, a drunkard. 
2. Covering up our behavior with a cloak of self-sufficiency and self-righteousness by doing all the things that look right outwardly.
3. By being convicted of our behavior and maybe feeling remorse about it but that only lasts a while and then we go back to whatever we were doing? A perfect example is Pharaoh.
4. Bargaining with God – please God let me keep this behavior or habit or relationship but I will go to church more, I will pray more, I will tithe more, etc. Even though all these practices are great, the fact still stands that there is still something in our hearts that we are unable to let go of. Example Pharoah, Exodus 8:25, 8:28.
How does God react to a hardened heart?
It angers Him, we see that this is one of the few times that He actually gets angry. But He does get angry with the Pharisees not because they are trying to attack Him or because they are conspiring against Him but because He cannot get to them. Their hearts are so blocked to the work of grace. Nothing will make them budge. God doesn’t force himself upon us in some supernatural way, but He wants us to want Him first. That’s why even though He was angry, He also grieved for them, and had pity for them. 
God was also angered with the Israelites because of their hard hearts. 
The Consequences of a hard heart:
1. God leaves us to our own devices just as He left the Pharisees in the end. He had reached a dead end with them.
2. We lose everything – Pharaoh lost his firstborn, and part of his kingdom, the Israelites didn’t enter the promised land, and if we remain with hardened hearts we will lose our salvation. 
What to do?
1. Always pray for a softening of the heart because when we do that God, brings about change in our lives- Ezekiel 36:26
2. Confess the sin that has hardened your heart to God’s voice and submit to God’s will.
3. Avoid all influences that can harden your heart towards God.
