Servant’s Retreat Sept. 5th and 6th 2009: 
Obstacles in the Servant’s Way

1. Poverty in Love:
· Love is the fuel which is needed to move our life with God and people.
· If we are poor in love, we will not feel the need to draw near to God.
· We will not have the courage and the power to serve others
· If my heart is full of love I will do whatever is needed from me.
That’s why our church fathers said, “Love God and do whatever you want” because if I have this love, I will not do anything to upset God. Saying with Joseph; “How then can I do this great wickedness and sin against God?” (Gen 39:9)
2.  Losing the Goal: 
· The spiritual servant has only one goal in his life which is: The salvation of his soul and souls of those he serves.
· This goal should be the only goal and all what we do should serve this goal.
· Sometimes we lose this goal and forget about it and look at the service as a position or rank and to get glory from people.  In this case we lose ourselves and those we serve.
3.  Ignoring Repentance: 
· Repentance is a life.  It is not a practice we do once in a while, it’s a feeling of weakness and a need for God.
· David the prophet remembered his weakness and sin when he said in his Psalm: “My sin is always before me.” (Ps 51:3) even after God forgave his sins on the mouth of Nathan the prophet when he told him, “The Lord also has put away your sin, you shall not die.” (2 Samuel 12:13)
· The most dangerous thing in our life as servants is to lose  the feelings of the need for repentance, without it we can not see our small sins and we make up excuses for our big sins.
· Repentance helps us to grow in our spiritual lives.
4.  Ignoring Discipleship:
· Discipleship is very important for the growth of our spiritual life as servants
· It gives us a different spiritual experience .
· I should accept advice or a note from another servant with love and benefit from it as a new experience.
· I should not think that is offensive or something debasing, but something that I could benefit from.
· Sometimes I may think that asking for help is a big deal, so it’s better for me to do whatever comes to mind without asking, but we need to remember what St. James said; “My brethren, let not many of you become teachers, knowing that we shall receive a stricter judgment.  For we all stumble in many things.” (James 3:1-2).
· Discipleship is a sword to fight spiritual lukewarmness.
5. Outward Worship: 
· The outward worship is the dry worship that has no spirituality behind it.  
· In our services, we focus on how to give the lesson in a nice and interesting way, and we forget about the spiritual goal.
· We don’t live the lesson before we give it to our kids.  As a result of this, the lesson becomes dry, it just some information and does not touch our hearts, nor the hearts of whom we serve.  In time, this information will evaporate and disappear.
· Our prayers and serves need to b from our heart and have roots and take its food and strength from the Holy Spirit.
6.  The Ego: 
· Ego is a big obstacle for us.
· We are always tempted with the thought hat I am a very important member of the church or Sunday school and without me the service wills tumble and will not go anywhere.
· We forget that “God is able to raise up children to Abraham from these stones.” (Mathew 3:9)
· God chose from the poor fishermen, perfect fishers of men
· Some good examples of God protecting his servants from the Ego:
A. Elijah
--After he asked the prophets of Baal to offer a sacrifice to their god, he offered a sacrifice to God and God accepted his offer with fire, then he killed all the prophets of Baal.
--Elijah, then prayed to God to give rain to the earth and it happened.
--When Ahab told Jezebel all that Elijah had done, she asked to kill him.
--Elijah escaped and prayed that he might die.
--The Lord asked him, “What are you doing?” and he said, “I have been very zealous for the Lord God of hosts, because the children of Israel have forsaken Your covenant, torn down Your altars, and killed Your prophets with the sword.  I alone am left and they seek to take my life.” Then the Lord said to him, “Go return on your way to the wilderness of Damascus, and when you arrive anoint Hazael as King over Syria.  Also you shall anoint Jehu the son of Nimshi as King over Israel.  And Elisha the son of shaphat of Abel Meholah you shall anoint as prophet in your place.” (1 kings 19:14-16)
·  The Lord wants Elijah to not be prideful of his status and accomplishments.
· Another example is St. Paul: He was given a thorn in his flesh (2 Cor 12:7-9)
· He pleaded with the Lord three times that it might depart from him, the Lord said to him, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my strength is made perfect in weakness.”
7. Rejecting the Struggle: 
· We always try to find the easy way to reach our goal.
· This could work in our social life, but not in our spiritual life.
· St. Paul said, “And everyone who competes for the prize is temperate in all things.” (1 Cor 9:25)
· No one can be a conqueror without a fight, no one can be crowned without having conquered.
· We need to struggle in our spiritual life.
	--struggle in prayer, reading the bible
	--the negligence of prayer leads to spiritual coldness
	--Ignorance of reading the Bible extinguishes the mind’s light.
	--Refusing suffering bears complaining and murmuring. 

8. Taking into Confusion in our daily life:
· Our feeling of anxiety and the fear of tomorrow and what will happen puts us in uneasiness and tension.
· We try to work with stress and fear and this effects our daily routine
	--It effects our prayer (no concentration and absent minded)
	--our daily Bible reading (without understanding)
	--attending the Liturgy and Sunday School
	--all other spiritual activities that we should be practicing.
· In our services: Sometimes we take on too many responsibilities.
	--we confuse and trouble ourselves with many services and activities without 	having the depth in our spiritual life.
	--In this case we are caring and look for quantities not quality, we then do not 	gain any fruit.
· So we need to manage and watch ourselves as St. Paul warns us: “But I discipline my body and bring it into subjection, lest, when I have preached to others, I myself should become disqualified. (1 Cor 9:27).
· Regarding the trouble we face due to any temptation allowed by God, we need to remind ourselves that “All things work together for good to those who love God” (Romans 8:28) and “Casting all your care upon Him for He cares for you.” (1 Peter 5:7)
9. Gradual Slipping
· It is easy for us to watch and discover fast slipping, we can see it and recognize and think about it.  However, the gradual slipping is something we can not feel, till we find ourselves at the bottom.
· This often happens in our spiritual life.
· There are many things that cause gradual slipping:
	--not caring about the little sins
	--Being in bad company
	--Not controlling our senses
	--Delaying repentance and Confession.
· David’s sin started with relaxing on the roof then allowing his eyes to look at the woman, which lead him to commit adultery and kill her husband (Uriah the Hittite).
10.  Stopping Growth and Feeling Content:
· The growth of our spiritual life should not stop and should not be limited by a certain point, as St. Peter said, “But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and savior Jesus Christ.” (2 Peter 3:18)
· Sometiems we feel content with whatever we do (i.e going to church, attending Sunday School…etc.) We think that this is the best and enough, so we are not in need of anything else.
· This feeling of being content is very dangerous, not only does it stop our growth, but also leads us to lose what we have.
· This is what the Lord warned the angel of the church of Laodiceans: “Because you say, I am rich and have become wealthy, and have need of nothing.  And do not know that you are wretched, miserable, poor, blind and naked.” (Rev 3:17)
· We always need to have a feeling o hunger and thirst for God as He said, “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be filled.” (Matt 5:6)
