THE SACRAMENTS OF BAPTISM AND CONFIRMATION

Objectives
To gain an understanding about the rites associated with the sacraments of baptism and confirmation and to learn about their spiritual significance.

Lesson Outlines

Introduction

What is a sacrament?

It’s an event or action that involves two elements one hidden and one seen, just like a handshake or a kiss. There is a deep connection between the two aspects, they go together. That’s why its also known as a mystery. Our Lord Himself was considered a mystery as St. Paul refers to him in 1 Tim 3:16, because in His visible physical and human nature He carried the unseen divine nature through which he was able to do the work of salvation, without that hidden nature, he would have been just a regular man dying on the cross with no significance to the rest of humanity. As humans we have a need to understand things in a physical and tangible sense, therefore God instituted the Sacraments as the hidden work of the Holy Spirit manifested in a real event.
Baptism

What does the word mean?

The Greek word “baptizo” –  meant to be plunged or immersed.  
What’s the purpose of baptism?

SALVATION. Our Lord instituted the sacrament Mathew 28:18-19, also read Mark 16:16 and John 3:5. Baptism is directly linked to salvation.
Isn’t the blood of Christ enough to save us from our sins? Why also be baptized?
Although Christ died to save us, we must also share in this death. The only way to undergo such a death is to be baptized. It is this sharing in the death and burial of the Lord that saves us. Romans 6:3-4.

Not only do we share in His death and burial but in His Resurrection and because now the old fallen nature is dead and we have in ourselves the new nature in Christ.  Colossians 2:12
The person with the new nature is now able to join himself with the other members of Christ who have this same nature which is the Church, which is also the body of Christ. So baptism allows us to unite with Christ in His body.  

This means we now must begin the spiritual struggle against the world and the weakness of the flesh, so that our new nature is not ruined and our salvation not lost. Colossian 3:3-5. St. Cyril says that through baptism we become dead to ourselves and the world so we must struggle to remain dead. 
Now with our new nature we can also have an intimate relationship with God because imagine a statue made by an artist, it has no relationship with that artist because it is made of clay or stone. But let’s say the artist breathes life into the statue, now it can talk and think and feel and can communicate with its maker. The same with us once we take on a new nature we are able to approach God, get to know him and grow in Him. 
The Ritual (see video)
Women’s Absolution – to purify her, up until this time she is considered impure.
Renouncing Satan – is done facing the West. 
Liturgy of Baptism

Instruction to Parents

Discharge of Water 

There are three types of oil used – the simple oil – absolution of the mother, first prayer to the child and the beginning of consecrating the water.  

The oil of joy  (Ghalilawoun)– used to anoint the child the first time

The Myron – is added to the baptismal water and then used in the sacrament of confirmation. Once added it allows the addition of the Holy Spirit and gives the water the capabilities to forgive sins, and to give life.
What were symbols of it in the OT?

1. Noah’s Ark  - 1Peter 3:20, 21

2. Circumcision - Colossians 2:11-12

3. Crossing the Red Sea -  1Corinthians 10:12

Why baptize infants?
Children are baptized based on the faith of their parents. They are given the free gift of salvation as they are born with the fallen nature due to the original sin. It gives them the opportunity to practice the life of the church since childhood. There are many examples in the Bible of whole families being baptized, even though the father or mother were the ones who initially believed and accepted the faith e.g. Lydia.
Why are the girls baptized after 80 days and the boys after 40 days?

The child can be baptized at any point in time but this period is for the purification of the mother. Leviticus 12:2-5. The doubling of the period for the girls is a reminder that the woman was the first to be deceived. 

Why baptism by immersion?
Because full immersion represents death and also the complete washing away of the sins. Christ himself was baptized by immersion. 
Confirmation or Chrismation
Greek word “Chrismatis” – anointing.

Once we are granted this new life, we are anointed with the Myron oil in the sacrament of confirmation which allows the Holy Spirit to dwell in us and aid us in our struggle in the new life. St. Cyril states that once we receive the Holy Spirit we must entrust our lives to Him so that He can guide us. 
Why is this done separate from baptism?

Acts 8:14-17, Acts 19:5-6, and Hebrews 6:2. 
This laying of the hands was done by the Apostles but as the number of believers increased, the Apostles instituted the anointing process. 
The oil is anointed on the body 36 times, starting with the head, the senses, the heart, the back, the arms and hands, and then the legs and feet.  

Conclusion

Baptism allows us to be truly born again with a new nature, in Christ, it is God’s free gift to us in order to enable us to grow to be in His likeness. By being confirmed, we allow the Holy Spirit to work in us to allow us to achieve this goal.
