 Based on “Love Boat” lecture by Father Anthony Messeh

Love is forgiving 1 Corinthians 13:5 “thinks no evil”, “keeps no record of wrongs”
You will make mistakes, others will too in relationship with one another, no such thing as a long term relationship that can survive without forgiveness.  Forgiveness allows relationships to continue in the long run.  Forgiveness is the ultimate test of love. 

Getting “historical” keeps record of wrong.

We keep records of wrongs of others, as ammunition to throw it back at people.

Forgiving gets personal,  it’s where the sacrifice of love kicks in.

What does Forgiveness really mean? Really look like?

True or False:

1. A person should not be forgiven until he asks for it.
2. Forgiving includes minimizing the offense and the pain caused.

3. Forgiveness includes restoring trust and reuniting a relationship.
4. You haven’t really forgiven until you’ve forgotten.

5. When I see someone hurt, it is my duty to forgive the offender.

All are false!   (These statements are what forgiveness is not)
1. Forgiveness is not conditional—I’ll forgive if or when you do something (True forgiveness is not earned or bargained for) What would we do if Jesus asked God “Father forgive them if they fast every wed and Friday and come to liturgy early every Sunday” etc.  That’s not forgiveness, it’s blackmail, coercion.  Real forgiveness has nothing to do with the other person! 

2. Forgiveness is not minimizing the seriousness of the offense!  Forgiveness doesn’t take away the magnitude of the offense, it still hurts, it still bothers me!  I’m dealing with the person, not the offense, I’m forgiving the person.

3. Forgiveness is NOT resuming the relationship WITHOUT changes!  Forgiveness is right away, but the trust may not be restored right away.  Forgiveness is for me! It’s my healing!  Restoring the trust and reuniting the relationship is the other person’s job!

4. Forgiveness is NOT forgetting!  The risen Christ is a glorified body but His hands still have the marks of the crucifixion, the marks of my sin and the marks of my forgiveness—still there.  Brain is a hard drive computer, stores everything!  
5. Only the one who is offended has the right to forgive.  If you go around “forgiving” you are minimizing what forgiving really is.
What does forgiveness really look like:

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name…. “Father forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us”

Mathew 6:14-15 

14 “For if you forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you. 15 But if you do not forgive men their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses
Either I learn how to forgive or I figure out how to stop sinning… Which is easier?
Three characteristics of Forgiveness
1.  Relinquishing my right to get even (the Lord is my avenger) Romans ch. 12:19 19 Beloved, do not avenge yourselves, but rather give place to wrath; for it is written, “Vengeance is Mine, I will repay,”[a] says the Lord. Forgiveness is not fair!  We are not operating by “fairness” but by grace.  Fairness and Justice is God’s job not ours.  Otherwise we are bitter and resentful (Hebrews 12:14-15) “Pursue peace with all people, and holiness, without which no one will see the Lord: 15 looking carefully lest anyone fall short of the grace of God; lest any root of bitterness springing up cause trouble, and by this many become defiled;” That bitterness will hurt us a lot more than it hurts them! Let it go! The guy who hurt you yesterday will hurt you today and tomorrow if you allow him through bitterness and resentment! Let go of your right to get even. No keeping score.
2. Respond to evil with good (This is where Christianity begins, the first step mentioned earlier is regular humanitarian) Luke 6:27-28 loving your enemies: do good, bless those who curse you, pray for those who spitefully use you. Love seeks to help.  Self pity doesn’t help you, it’s wasted energy.  Responding with good moves you out of it.  It’s humanly impossible, we can’t do it without God, without tapping into a reservoir of love—which is God.
3. Repeat the process as long as necessary.  Forgiveness is not a one time thing.  Many relationships die because of not doing this. Mathew 18:21-22 forgive as often as you are offended. An important step in this process is confession to maintain the long lasting forgiveness.  I’m reminded of my own weakness and sins that we do to others and God.  As to prevent selective memory.  Gives me a sense of my own need for forgiveness.

Memory verse: Ephesians 4:32  God forgave us simply by His Grace, not because we deserve it, or asked for it or bargained wit him.
