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Follow the Plan!

The Plan, the Design & the Pattern

“Then God said, „Let Us make man in Our 

image, according to Our likeness‟” 

(Genesis 1:26)



Follow the Design!

The Plan, the Design & the Pattern

“So God created man in His own image; 

in the image of God He created him; male 

and female He created them.”

(Genesis 1:26)



The Balance!

And Jesus grew in wisdom and stature, 

and in favor with God and men.

(Luke 2:52)



Wisdom, Stature & Favor!

• Wisdom: The Mind of Christ (The Invisible)

• Stature: The Body of Christ (His Members)

• Favor: The Spirit of God (Live in the Spirit)



Mind

انعقم

Feel

الازسبط

Think

انفكش

Act

انعًم

How Do We Make Decisions?

كيف تصُع انقشاسات



Commandment to Children

Again: “Children, obey your parents in the 

Lord, for this is right. ‘Honor your father 

and mother,’ which is the first 

commandment with promise: ‘that it may 

be well with you and you may live long on 

the earth.’”

(Ephesians 6:1-3)



Commandment to Parents

“And you, fathers, do not provoke your 

children to wrath, but bring them up in 

the training and admonition of the 

Lord”

(Ephesians 6:4) 



Do Not Provoke Them!

How May Parents Be Provocative?

Any Opinions?



A List of Myths (1)

• I was raised the best way!

• I am perfect!

• I never had problems when I was young!

• I am always right!

• I was always on top of the list!

• I am an ideal parent!

• I have the right to know everything!



A List of Myths (2)

• Give all what they ask for, because …

• You‟ve to be very tough to discipline them!

• I‟ve no time for them; I work two jobs!

• Once for God; Once for Myself!

• It‟s OK to get some taste of everything!

• We are still Egyptians!

• Keep advising them all the time, all life!



What is New Today?

• Contemporary & Dangerous Addictions

• Broken Families

• Broken Marriages

• Delayed Marriages

• Premature Marriages

• Ignorant Parents

• Shallow Spirituality



What Makes Us Better Parents?

!!فبضهيٍ ؟ كيف َصجر اثٕيٍ 
1. Being good parents needs both of them 

to understand their role in raising a child;

كٗ تصجسب اثٕيٍ فبضهيٍ لاثذ يٍ فٓى دٔسكًب . 1
فٗ تشثيّ الاطفبل   

2. The child‟s future depends greatly on the 
child‟s experiences in the early years;

اٌ يستقجم انطفم يعتًذ عهٗ خجشاتّ فٗ        . 2
سُٕات انطفٕنّ  



3. The inherited part in a child’s life is minimal 

compared to the acquired part;

اندضء انًٕسٔث فٗ انطفم ضئيم خذا  . 3

.ثبنُسجّ نهدضء انًكتست   
4. In God’s design, a child needs to have both, 

a mother and a father 

يٍ تشتيت سثُب اٌ يكٌٕ انطفم يستبج . 4

انٗ او ٔاة  

What Makes Us Better Parents?

!!فبضهيٍ ؟ كيف َصجر اثٕيٍ 



How Does Maternal Love Work?

 !!؟ يبرا يفعم زت الاو 

 + The Nurturing Mother Gives Her Baby:

:الاو انًشضعّ تعطٗ طفهٓب+ 

• A Welcome Signal from the World;

أل تشزيت يٍ انعبنى•

• A Positive Message of Love & Care;

سسبنّ زت ٔعُبيّ ايدبثيّ•



How Does Maternal Love Work?

 !!؟ يبرا يفعم زت الاو 

• A Sense of Security & Significance;

ازسبط ثبلايبٌ ٔانًعُٗ•

• Gradual Ability for Independence; 

يقذسِ تذسيديّ نلاستقلال•

• Gratification of All Other Basic Needs;

تقذيى كم الازتيبخبت الاخشٖ•

• Preparedness to Join the Church 

الاستعذاد نلاَضًبو انٗ انكُيسّ•



How Does Paternal Love Works?

 !!؟؟ يبرا يفعم انست الاثٕٖ 
The Loving Father Provides His Child with:

انست الاثٕٖ 

• A Sense of Belonging to a Family;

شعٕس ثبلاَتًبء نلاسشِ•

• An Understanding of Love and Sacrifice; 

يفٕٓو انست ٔانُصيسّ•

• A Feeling of Empowerment & Protection;

شعٕس ثبنتًكيٍ ٔانسًبيّ•



• The Meaning of Heavenly Fatherhood;

يفٕٓو انست انسًبٖٔ•

• An Understanding of Team Work;

يفٕٓو انعًم اندًبعٗ•

• An Understanding of Gender Differences

(اَثٗ –ركش )انتعشف عهٗ انفشق ثيٍ اندُسيٍ •

How Does Paternal Love Works?

 !!؟؟ يبرا يفعم انست الاثٕٖ 



In the Absence of Love

 فٗ غيبة انست 
• Child Neglect

اًْبل نهطفم •

• Child Abuse

قٓش انطفم•

• The Issues of Gender and Ranking

(ثُت –ٔنذ ) انتفشقّ فٗ انُٕع •

• Offending a Child‟s Innocence

(سزاختّ ) خشذ يشبعش انطفم •



The Child’s Ranking تشتيت انطفم       

A Boy – A Girl 

ثُت -ٔنذ 
• The First-Born

انًٕنٕد الأل•

• The Baby of the Family

انطفم الاخيش فٗ الاسشِ•

• The Middle Child Syndrome

انطفم انٕسطبَٗ•

• The Single Child

انطفم انٕزيذ•



Offending a Child‟s Innocence

خشذ سزاخّ انطفم

• Parents As Positive Role-Models

الاثٕيٍ كًُٕرج نلايدبثيّ•

• Parents As Negative Role-Models

الاثٕيٍ كًُٕرج نهسهجيّ•

• Offenses in Different Stages of Growing

اندشذ فٗ فتشات انًُٕ•



Communicating Love

• The Child‟s Need to Be Listened to

انطفم يستبج اٌ تسًعّ•

• Understanding Our Children‟s Language

فٓى نغّ اطفبنُب•

• Respecting Our Children‟s Needs:

ازتشاو ازتيبخبت اطفبنُب•

1. Need for Respect انسبخّ نلازتشاو                     

2. Need for Privacy انسبخّ انٗ انخصٕصيّ                    

3. Need for Freedom                 ّانسبخّ انٗ انسشي

4. Need for Making Good Decisions

انسبخّ لاتخبر انقشاسات       



Advice Giving: Good or Bad?

سيئّ أٔ خيذِ: انُصبئر 

• Giving Advice to Children:

َصبئر نلاطفبل•

1. In Childhood

فٗ انطفٕنّ. 1

2. In Adolescence

فٗ يشزهّ انًُٕ. 2

3. In Adulthood 

فٗ يشزهّ انُضح. 3

• Advising or Lecturing?!

َصبئر أ يسبضشِ•



Children and Independence

الاطفبل ٔ الاستقلال

• Preparing Our Children for Independence

تسضيش الاطفبل نلاستقلال•

• Respecting Our Children Freedom

ازتشاو زشيّ اطفبنُب•

• Trusting Our Children’s Decisions

انثقّ فٗ قشاسات اطفبنُب•

• How Do We Handle Their Bad Decisions?

كيف َتصشف فٗ قشاساتٓى انسيئّ•

• Responsibility & Freedom Go Together! 

انًسؤنيّ ٔانسشيّ يع ثعض•



Please, Remember:

1. Love Never Fails!

2. Firmness should be Balances!

3. Independence is a Goal to Achieve

4. Protection is the Parents‟ Job

5. Fairness Among All Children



Please, Remember (cont‟d):

6. Healthy Communication (Mental Health)

7. Nothing is like Role-Modeling

8. Healthy Education of Your Child

9. Setting the Real Priorities

10.The Altar at Home



Communicating God‟s Love

تٕصيم زت الله

• The Altar at Home

انًزثر فٗ انجيت•

• A Marriage without an Altar

صٔاج ثذٌٔ يزثر•

• The Image of God the Father

صٕسِ الله الاة•

• The Image of Church, the Mother

صٕسِ انكُيسّ الاو•

• Between God’s Mercy & God’s Discipline

ثيٍ سزًّ الله ٔ تأديجّ•



Communicating God’s Love

تٕصيم يسجّ الله

• Love Never Fails!            انًسجّ لا تسقط اثذا

• Experiencing Hope and Faith at Home 

تدشثّ الايًبٌ ٔانشخبء فٗ انجيت•

• Biblical Examples: ًَبرج يٍ انكتبة انًقذط      

1. Jacob, Rachel & Joseph يٕسف  -سازيم –يعقٕة  -1

2. Samuel the Prophet صًؤيم انُجٗ                       -2

3. King David دأد انًهك                                         -3

4. Jesus, St. Mary & St. Joseph

يٕسف  –يشيى –يسٕع  4 



Thank You
Question & Answer
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